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EXPORTERS PROTEST CONTROL, BEW's so-called decentralization ri} rolling 


exports to Datin America described as "utterly hopeless" by Export Managers! Club 
Bulletin. Belief is thet BEY regulations will make post-war private internation~ 
al trade almost impossible. (N.Y, Times) Trade with Latin America lagging, due to 
above-mentioned plan. (Journal of Commerce) 





JRIULTURE 


NEW CABLE RATES TO LATIN AMERICA. F. C. C. acts to save users of cables $2,500,000 
yearly. New tariffs to be filed August 2, to come into effect after 10 to 30 
days' notice. (Christian Science Voutter 





LATIN AIR LINES, The rapid advancement of civil aviation in the other Americas 
is evidenced by the fact that they have 2s times more lines than the Unites States 
has. Forty-four companies serve 750 scheduled stops. (Journal of Commerce) 


PAN AMBRICAN COFFEE BUREAU clarifies price situation, pointing out that OPA 
ceilings. since December 1941 are lower than the average for 30 years, . (Letter 
from Eurico Penteado in N. Y. Times) 


SOUTH AMERICAN COTTON CONSUMPTION HIGH. Except in North Brazil, new high con- 
sumption levels have been reached in the principal cotton-producing countries of 
South America, (Journal of Commerce) 


PLANS FOR ARGENTINE MISSION TO THE UNITED STATES UNDECIDED. No arrangements for 
Argentine special mission to improve r=lations with the United States h-ve been 
completed. Attitude in Washington described as watchful waiting to see whether 
new Argentine Government will carry out Rio de Janeiro resolutions by breaking 
with Axis, (N.Y, Times and Christian Science Monitor) 


CHANGES IN ARGENTINA PREDICTED by Buenos Aires foreign—banxing circles, whereby 
trade with tne United States will be increased. Further political adjustments to 
bring country nearer to cooperation with the United States foreseen. 

(Journal of Commerce) 


ARGENTINE POTATOES LESS, This year's crop estimated at 35,600,000 bushels or a- 
bout 68 percent of last year's. Drought and reduced acreage given as reason. 
(Christian Science Monitor) ~ 


BRAZIL OFFERS BOLIVIA OCEAN OUTLET at Santos. Free port.on Atlantic, promised by 
Brazil to Bolivia, is exsected to solve historic problem of land-bound Bolivia. 
Brazil would also help build rail line to serve Bolivia as link to the port, ac- 
cording to reports of Penaranda-Varges conversations. (N.Y. Times) 


BOLIVIAN RUBBER FRODUCTION for 1944 estimated at 6,000 tons, a record output. 
Bolivia's upper Amazon ports hsve received 200,000 machetes, AXES, and knives for 
rubber tappers. (Export Trade and Shipper) 


BRAZIL PROMOTES AMAZON BLOC. Economic understanding concluded with Bolivia. 
Paraguey and Uruguay strengthen ties, Agreements with other Amazon nations con- 
templated, to provide outlets for Brazil's agriculture and growing industries. 
(N.Y. Times) 


* No attempt has been made by issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the infor- 
mation contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press, 
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CHILEAN POWER PLANT PLANNED, which will be lergest of its kind in sosien ‘irene 
It will supply central part of country with power, and electrify southern Pate 
roads. (Washington Star) i : eee 


COSTA RICA TRANSPORT HURT by lack of new parts: for locomotives and cars; 
Washington Ster 


CUBAN SUGAR-BAG. EXPERIMENTS, made to substitute paper for jute, show that-3 mul- 
ti-walled paper begs of 110-1b. capacity are needed to ‘Teplace 1 of the usual 
325-lb. jute begs. (Export Trade and Shipper) 


CUBA ESTABLISHES A BEY to adapt. country's economy to war. and post-war needs. 
Vill have both advisory and action powersi (Export Trade and Shipper) 


GUATEMALA RECEIVES SANITARY MISSION. Dr. John C. Murdock, Chief of the mission, 
together with Sanitary Engineers Cherles C. Spenser, Herbert BE. Hargis, and. 
Walter Dashiel, will study drinking water, drainage, and tropical diseases along 
route of Inter-American Highway. (N.Y. Times) 


BAITI'S TRADE DECREASES, balancing unusually heavy shipments in early. 1943, 


though some items, such as cacao, show increase, (Journal of Commerce) : 


HONDURAS PARM i INTEEZSE | URGED, Cultivation of gardens: suzzested by editorial in 


WFpoca." Attentzun ig also called to President's desire to have people :reise 
food to meet shortage caused by shipping dislocation, (N.Y. Times) 








MEXICO CURBS Tine MAKING due to rubber shortage. (Washington Star) 


MEXICAN SUG AR WOIis 





15 SOARCE, Three most important centrals.affected by labor 
ghortase, Unless current crop hervesters are secured by Vera Cruz planters, 
cane must be burned. Arrangements under way for migration of laborers from ad— 


joining states. (Journal of Commerce) 





CO. Over 7OO will be settled in an undesignated village, 


POLISH REFUGEES TO-MEX 
ate their own farms. (Washington Star) 


wnere they will oper 











PLPAGUAY - U.S. TREATY in view, a -nounces State Department. Public hearings set 
fer Ausust, 4, 1045, Mate, certain’ dyes ne and tanning extracts, castor’oil, 
taliow, meats, and, meat extracts are among the items to be considered for U. 5S. 


concessions, (Journal of Commerce) 





PERU sv BULLS. Zebu cattle to be crossed’ with eastern Andes. and 


Amazon lowlenc trains. °23 Nellore, 7 Guserath, . and 1 Indu-Brazil type in 
shipment from Brandl, New Times) : 


WEA FIXES PUERTO RICO SUGAR AGES, War Food Administration announces new mini- 
mum wages, whicnd represent an increase of about 13% over 1S pee 
“(Journal of Commerce) 


VENEZUELA TO OFHN PLAIN REGION, Gran Sabans is to be connected with rest of 


country by pack trail, in order to encourage cattle breeding on plain's grazing 


land, which has healthful climate and plenty of water. Increased airplane 
service, to attract post-war immigration, is also planned. (N. Y. Times) 
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‘ADVERTISING. iN ATIN ‘urteta A GOOD INVESTHEXT, ge bins arid of (his year Latin 
America will have a billion dollars of credit in the United States for the pur- 
chase of American goods. (Export Trade and ee enter 


FLAVORING EXTRACTS FROM LATIN AMERICA, upplies of oils for flavoring extracts are 
coming from Brazil, Haiti, and Mexigo- supp enent i pies produced in California 
and other western and mid-wes ern’ “BERLAB. Be Base of Siispension of steamer ser- 
vice from Vera Cruz: vanilla beans from Mexico go oy muleback or automobile to 
Laredo, Texas, from which point they are shipped by rail. (Drug and Cosmetics) 


PERU AGRICULTURE GOES COOPERATIVE, Within the Ministry: of jerioir tae Feru has 
established a special unit for the organization, encouragement | iiand supervision) 
of agricultural cooperative societies. (Washington Evening SEE, ; 

HUG @ LL Iid4o 
VENEZUELA'S INLAND WATERWAYS TO BE DEVELOPED. Because of the handicapping, by the, 
shortage of tires and spare parts, of automotive transport, on which; eWORORRRLETURE | 
depends largely, the possibilities of inland waterways are being studied by a 
technical mission from the United States. Freight transportation between the 
principal port of entry and Caracas, as well as coastwise service, is being ex- 
panded to bring the different parts of the country into closer communication. 


(Washington Evening Star) 


COSTA RICA REMOVES TARIFF ON CORN IMPORTS, As the country imports huge quantities 
of corn from Nicaragua, this move promises to increase the exchange of products 
between the republics. (New York Times) 


ECUADOR SUBSTITUTES EXCHANGE TAX FOR IMPORT CERTIFICATE CHARGE. The Ecuadoran 
Government has abolished the former tax of 2 percent on the value of each certif- 
icate of necessity or any other document required for imports of merchandise 

from the United States. In its place is a surcharge of 1 percent on all pay- 
ments of foreign exchange greater than $5.00 U. S., except payments for the na- 
tional government and its direct dependencies. The new tax applies regardless 


of the country in which the merchandise originated. (Export Trade and Shipper ) 





HONDURAS RUBBER WORKERS TO BE TRAINED. In order to bring to highest efficiency 

the rubber industry in Honduras, the U. S. Rubber Development Corporation is 
organizing a school for rubber gatherers. American experts will give a 6 months! 
course to ‘train workers in the best methods of extracting, preparing, and shipping 
rubber. (New York Times) 


WOMEN HOLDING WAR JOBS IN LATIN AMERICA. The former prejudice against women work- 
ing in ing in industry is disappearing in South American countries. 


(Washington Evening Star) 


MEXICO COTTON PLANTING PROMISES RECORD CROP. The Ministry of Acptoier’ announces 
Planting of 1,000,000 acres to cotton, as of June 15. 


(New York Journal of Commerce) 


* No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this’ Digest and taken at random from the press. 
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PERU INCREASING quem PRODUCTION. Some 45 agricultural coopératives have been 


established:in Peru during: the. Reet 12.months with a membership of 4,600 farmers, 
to give special attention. to. the cultivation of cichona (source: of. quinine). 
both for home consumption and for export to the United States. » 

. (New York Journal: of domneneene 

LGapy ul 

ee ee The Brazilian’ Government has ‘itistituted plans 
for protecting state-owned . forests, replanting cut-over areas, and acquiring addi- 
tional forest land.in order. to combat the heavy ‘cutting which has resulted from an 
acute shortage. The ‘Govennment owns, at present, eporoximebely S75), 000 acres 
of forest. (Brazil) 
ADDITIONAL CASEIN’ ‘PROM “ARGENTINA. ‘Permits for importing 2,000 more tons of casein 
in 1943 than in previous years have been issued by the United States Government. 
Already 16,000,000 pounds are due. Forty million or more pounds may be required 
to meet the 1943 demand, Because of its many wartime uses for adhesives for 
pianee. resin, Se he paints, and paper, casein has become very important. 

We: (New York Journal of Commerce) 
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BRAZILIAN HIGHWAY to open yes rich Goyaz area of minerals, such as nickel, 
on signee oNEapent Trade and Shipper) 


COLOMBIA EXPORTS OF COFFEE HIGHER, The National Federation of Coffee Growers 

in Colombia announces exports of coffee to the United States in June to be 
525,400 ‘bags, compared with 487, 2e5 bags in May and 628, 184. bags in June 1942. 
Colombia's exports in June to other countries ‘were 9,114 bags. During the week 
ending July 3, 139,457 Rage of coffee were moved from interior points to coastal 
ee DOL CSian oeaics a (New York Journal of Commerce) 


CHILE FEELS SCARCITY OF SPARE PARTS FOR FARM MACHINERY. ‘Uoeat catablieinenten 
Mente bur aie plows and other equipment and parts cannot keep up with the demand. 
(Export Trade and Shipper) 


PUERTO RICAN SUGAR PURCHASED. The ‘Island's entire export production ae epee 
mately 600, 000 tons of sugar Suet has been purchased by the United States. 
(New York Journal of commenesy 


ARGENTINE (EB TRADE. While tne” tonnage of most , Green beerarvonts for the first 5 
months of 1943 -shows & decrease from that of the samé- period in 1942, the official 
figures recently issued by the Ministry of Fihance show a slight increase in their 
value. On the other hand, the export of animals on the hoof has increased 19. 
percent, and exports of: hides, flour and wheat byproducts, and mining EEE 
show considerable increase. _ Glew York: Journal of Commerce) . ; 


Brazilians. for the thited Stavee racieracated here. Twelve Sabi anene aac reaver 
making a 6 weeks! tour of United States war industries,. are impressed by “the--. 

"huge amount of production" and tell of correspondingly "tremendqus development" 

in their own country and increased production of ores, vegetatle; Wits 5: and agri- 
cultural products essential to the pursuit of the war. "We all hope," “they ‘said, 
"that. the closer union, between us which ‘the war has brought will continue in the 
post-war world to our mutual advantage." Their estimate:is.:that in ‘the -pext 12 
months that country may produce 100,000 tons of rubber, about double the quantity 
that once brought Brazil recognition as the rubber king, (New York Times) 
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LATIN AMHRICAN MEDICINAL-PLANT AND OIL PRODUCTION “DEVELOPED.' "Paraguay and northern 
Argentina are producing petitgrain; pine and-eucalyptus. soils are/already being ex- 
ported from Chile. Formerly Chile's annual export of approximately 2,740 tons of 
soapbark went mostly to Germany; now it is available for shipment to the United 
States. Other South American republics are experimenting in various medicinal and 
essential-oil plants to replace former supplies from outside the Western Hemisphere. 
(New York Journal of Commerce) 
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officials, because of the heavier donee from stheraixr forees’, Navy, and lend~lease, 
Suppliers urgé that the Government award prime contracts for raw materials to ma— 
hogany importers. Much of the mahogany comes from Central and South Americ:, 

(New York Times) . 


INTER-AMERICAN EEALTH SERVICE CONFFRENCE. A 6-day conference of Central American 
- health and sanitation direcvors is being held this week in Bl Salvador to exchange 
_ideas and to coordinate activities. (New York Times) 


BROOMCORN FROM ARGENTINA. New brooms may be made of Argentine broomcorn. Substan- 
_ tial shipments are coming from that country to relieve the shortage of broomcorn in 
the United States. (Christian Science Monitor) 


ARGENTINA BANS EXPORTS OF OILSEED CAKES AND MEAL. Formerly the oil cakes, oil-cake 
meal, and residues left from the extraction of vegetable oils, chiefly from cotton- 
‘seed, sunflower seed, linseed, and peanuts, were exported to Europe for cattle feed. 
’ Now they are to be kept at home to be utilized as a fuel substitute. (New Yorix 
Journal of Commerce) 





BRAZILIAN TRADE WITH SOUTH AFRICA INCREASES. South Africa requires over 50,000 


tons of rice 2 year, “all of which formerly came from ASiatic sources. Now Brazil 
is furnishing a large part of it. Brazil is once again capturing the coffee market 
which had been lost to British-controlled centers of production. Textiles, skins, 
and hides are also finding their way into South Africa from Brazil. These pur- 
chases give South Africa a place only slightly below Argentine in exports from 
Brazil, with the United States still holding first place. (Christian Science 
eniter) 


CASTOR-SEANS FROM BRAZIL. Some 65,000 bags of castor—beans came from Brazil into 
the United States during the past 10 days or so. (New York Journal of Commerce) 





COLOMBIA TO HAVE $18,000,000 LOAN FROM UNITED STATES. “Of this amovnt $10,090,900 
will de used for agriculturel dev reiopment and $6,000, es for public works. Annovnce- 
ment of this loan was made by Miguel Lopez Pumarejo, manager of the Agriculivral 
Mining and Industrial Credit Bank in Bogota. (aiew Yori Times) 


CHICLE GATHERERS TURN TO RUBBER PRODUCTION IN HONDUPAS. The result may be a shert- 
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age or disappearance of chewing gun. (New York Viues) 


“ No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the eccuracy of the 
informatian contained in this Digest and ta'ren at random from the vress.. 
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SHIP COMPANY FORMED ry CHIIB. Because oe the’ present shortage of tonnage, a new ship 
company, comprising several ships of the Corporacion de Fomento de la Produccion, 
Rafael Torres &-Co., the Sociedad Anonima Maritima Chilena, and the Sociedad Naviera 
Limitada, has been approved. The company will have its headquarters at Valparaiso 
and will be difected by Arthur Gdrcfa, a former'director of the Marftima Chilena. 

The company is expected to aid in the stimulation and BNISM OES 88 of the Chilean 
merchant marine. (New York Journal of Somesee) 


ECUADOR TO CONTROL WHEAT TRANSACTIONS. The neiwadean Government has given the Mort- 
gage Bank of Ecuador the responsibility for supervising all transactions in wheat 
and wheat flour. Declared stocks of wheat are frozen under the financial and per- 
sonal responsibility of their holders until disposed of through wale Wessel 3 Bank. 
(New York Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICO RESTRICTS EXPORTS OF LIVE CATTLE TO 500,900 HEAD ANNUALLY. United States im- 
ports of Mexican cattle have not in any recent year exceeded that number. By the 
United States-Mexico trade agreement, effective January 30, 1943, the United States 
import duty was reduced from 2.5 to 1.5 cents ser pound on medium-weight (feeder) 
cattle, and all restrictions on numbers of cattle that could be imported were re- 
moved-for the duration of the war. During the first 4 months of 1943 Mexican cattle 
exports increased to unusually high levels. At the same time, the consumer demand 
for meats within Mexico increased. The result was the Mexican decree. (New York 
Times and Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICO AND UNITED STATHS FIGHTING PINK BOLLWORM. In response to a Mexican request 
for technical assistance in expanding its work to combat this most important pest 
of cotton, R. E. McDonald, who since 1929 has been in charge of the Department of 
Aericulture!s fieldwork for control of this pest, has been transferred to Mexico, 
with headquarters at Torreon. The danger of the pinz bollworm has been increasing 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas and Mexico. (New York Journal of Commerce) 


PRICES AND TRANSPORTATION OF FOODSTUFFS CONTROLLED IN MEXICO. By executive decree, 
control over prices and transportation of foodstuffs in Mexico has been established. 
The maximum prices at whieh producers may sell grains, vegetables, meats, fish, 
sugar, coffee, oils, fats, and other specified foodstuffs have been fixed by the 


Ministry of National Economy and the Ministry of Agriculture. (Export, ‘Trade and 
Shipper) 


FREIGHT CARS NEED=D FOR MEXICAN BANANA PLANTERS. Planters in the Tuxpan district of 
Mexico report that they are losing $200,000 e month because of the lack of freight 
ears to move their dananas to market. (Washington Evening Star) 


PANAMA'S IMPORTS GAIN. There has been an increase of over $1,000,000 in Panama's 
imports during the first 4 months of this year. Imports from the United States 
dropped from 85 percent of the total in February 1942 to 65 percent in February 
1943. This decline is attributed to import restrictions and lack of shipping space. 
Imports from Argentina, Mexico, Colombia, and other Latin American countries in- 
creased considerably during this period. (New York Times) 


PUERTO RICO GETS PLANT FOR SHREDDING COCONUT. A new plant for shredding coconut, 
owned and operated by the Peter Paul Co., Inc., of Nangatuck, Conn., is under con- 
struction in Arecibo, Puerto Rico. It will consume approximately 250,000 coconuts 
a month. The site is a former canning-—cooperative building of the Puerto Rico 
Reconstruction Administration. (New York Journal of Commerce) 
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eet Mpatt ben for, rubber"; : In BRAZID it means 420 ing. -50, 000 or more kmen from 
three to) five thouand miles northward and inlané up “the ‘Amazon to reopen once- 
thriving ‘Amazon regions and to open up vast, i a op sections, where there are 
thousands. of. potential tons of rubber. In a rectangular section of about 25,000 
square miles centering around Porto Velha, one newspaper writer tell us, Brazil 
plans to settle 10,000 families by a homesteading scheme patterned after the United 
States Homestead Act. Bach man will be given 1§0."acres.. ‘Trails’ and watorways 
must be: cleared, roadsand. Landing fields constructed, jungles opened up, and rub- 
ber plantations set out to -replace the wild trees, In all this there are the 
dangers of droughts and of the tropical fevers carried by the mosquitoes, Sut the 
-result will; be: rubber; --, thousancs of tons of it -- and the world needs rubber, 
In NICARAGUA more thaw 3,000. rudter. gatherers are now tapping trees in what was 
formerly jungle.: Collaboration. between Nicaraguan. and United St&tes agencies has 
made possidle the establishment of the special ‘systems of food growing and storage, 
medical aid, and transportation needed to open up vast jungle areas and establish 
men and their families in the new rubber territory. As a result, the Managua 
Banco Nacional reports that more than ‘1,200 tons of rubber have been shipped to 
the United. States in the past year. (Washington Evening Star and New York Journal 
of Commerce) 


uISSION TOURING SOUTH. eee A joint Anglo-American mission has gone to South 
America to: study ways, and-means.of increasing imports of hides and skins to the 
United Nations so:that, manufacturers: can meet both military and civilian demands 
for shoes and: other! garments. . The group will: tour ARGENTINA,. BRAZIL, COLOMBIA, 
and URUGUAY. Because. of the recent iwprovement in shipping, cargo space available © 
, during August for! Latin American: trade will’ be. greatly increased, and, consequently, 
beef slaughter in the South American countriesis expected, to rise sharply,in the ; 
next few weeks, The most recent dollar valuation for:imports of hides and skins-* 
from Latin-American countries to the, United States. totaled slighly above $24,000, 
000. (New York Journal of Commerce) — 
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INTER-AMERICAN INDIAN. INST: TUT MoRt VES. CONDITIONS. Woden he, auspices of the’ 
fntakinarican, Institute,any:improyvencnts in: the diving: conditions of Central and 
South American. Indians;are. being undertaken,.~In.- Guatemala,» where. the Institute was 
esta»lished a year ago, various sanitary:measures have: been started, and soybeans 
have been introduced.to improve .the-Indians! diet, <Modern methods of soil conserva- 
tion are being. taught. ta-, the, Indians of. Ecuador; and:effortsiare under way to im- 
rove the living. conditions: of Indians employed “in thé mines of Bolivia. Peru is 
revorted to be about to join the Institute. (New York Times) 





LINSEED -OIL FROM .ARGENTINA.-. Argentina is sending atleast five steamer loads of 
flaxsecd to the United States. Unless the: demands for:homeé needs are unusual, 
Argentina's svppvly of flaxseed should be more than adequate for all possible ex- 
port neéds.until:the.new crop comes .in. (Hew York Journal. of Commerce) 

‘-* No attempt has been madd by the  eensiae asedd? to $6e8 dy the accuracy of ‘the 
information .contained in this Digest and-taken at’ random from the press. 
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ARGENTINE POTATOES, Until the new crop ean be hatvested 3 in n orembex, no more pota~ 
toes for ordinary consumption will be exported from atgentina, according to their 
Department of Commerce. The prohibition does not extend to dried potatoes and thos¢ 
certified. by - the Ministry of-Agriculture fot seéd purposes and-subject to export 
pernit. During 1942.Argentina exported some 31, 994 metric tons of potatoes, 
chiefly to, Uragoays Brazil, se ale ane Paraguay. (New York Journal of Commerce) 





ARGENTINA BANS. tnQuiNE BEPORTS". Argentina has ‘banned the shipping of horses, 
eo and asses.,. (Washington Evening Star). °< aa! 


BRAZIL GIVES. COFFEE. 70 UNITED STATES ARIY, Predidentt vatees of beaal is présent- 
a the United States Government with 400,000 sacks of coffee to ‘be-used éxclusive-~ 
ly for the armed forces. at war fronts. (Washington Evening Star) | 





BRAZIL CONSERVES FOOD. Because of the. difficulty in transporting wheat from Argen- 
tina, Brazil is taking steps to conserve the country's supply of wheat by using 20 
percent manioe flour in bread and: by rationing bread. Beginning in: August, only | 

oe meat will de sorts so that cattle may be conserved and fattened. (New York 
Times ae a: aA ie SESS QS: Ca 


BRAZIL DEVELOPING. SuBst TDUTE FOR! SHELLAC, Gona laca, made from pine knots, is be 
ing tried” out.. as 2 substitute for: shellac in-Brazil. (Washington Evening Star) 





REPORT OF MEXICAN-AMBRICAN COMMISSION, The recent report of the Mexican-American 
Commission,for Economic Cooperation, appointed after the conference of the Presi- 
dents in April, makes clear several points about Mexican-American relations. 

Mexico needs capital so that agriculture can flourish on the parched land and in- 
dustry in the cities. But, the report reads, "The days of exploitation or economic 
imperialism, whether by nations or by powerful groups are past." Mexico's imports, 
the report states, from the United States shrank in value from $159,000,000 in 141 
to $147,000,000. in 1942,. whereas exports to the United States increased from $141, 
G'09,000 to $179, 000, 000. _ During the first 4 months of this year Mexico!’s imports 
HERE _ valued at $59, 000, 000, and exports et $73,000,000.. (Washington Post) 


mee HAS LARGE IRRIGATION PROJECT, Two-thirds of Mexico's population is depend- 
ent on agriculture. Yet on the high plateaus,. where large portions of the popula 
tion live because of the ideal climate, dry farming is too mueh of a gamble to er 
sure any degree of prosperity. .In 1926 the Mexican Commission of Irrigation was 
created, During the 17 years since that time irrigation systems have been devele 
oped, which have improved about 750,000 acres of land, By means of a 10 percent 
allocation of the national. budget. for. irrigation, plans are under way for the’ 
irrigation of approximately 1,750,000 acres more by 1946, (Export Trade and. Ship- 
per) eee en See 

QUININE FROM PERU. A contract signed by the Peruvian Government promises to-the ~ 
United States 24 tons of quinine annually. : : 


WORK ON NEW -INTER-AMBRICAN HIGHWAY ACCELERATED, Several United States engineers ~ 
have recently made a 6-day motor trip from the Mexican border to San Jose, Costa 
Rica. They report that construction work on, the strategic highway running toward 
the Panama Canal, which is being speeded. up during the dry season, reflects remark- 
able cooperation on the part of every country with the United States, Ancient and 
modern tools are being used together for the common cause. Formidable engineering 
problems, heavy rains during the wet season, rugged country with mountains rising 


as high as 11,000 feet make the building of the highway a tremendous undertaking, 
(New York Journal of Commerce) 
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SOUTH AMERICA SHOWS GREAT CHANGES. Miss Katharine F. Lenyoot, chief of ‘the! i¢hid - 


dren's Bureau of the Department of Labor, reports from her rec tp-in_South 
America as ofiicial United States representative at the meeting of the Inter- 
national Council of the American International Institute for the Protection of 
Childhood, held in Montevideo, that she found great improvement in the nutrition, 
education, and welfare of South Americe. The countries have done much to raise the 
standard of living by provision of free or low-cost food to children of low-income 
families through school luncheons, popular-price restaurants, and direct family 
assistance, and by promoting the interchange of products among the countriés. A 
great deal of research in the nutritive value and use of native foods is being 
Carried on. Government bureaus are developing standards for family nutrition and 
family meals. Three technical sections with full-time directors in charge have 
been set up to provide counsel ‘on health, including nutrition, and the education 
and welfare of children. (New York Times) 


CASTOR OIL FOR COSMETICS. One of the heaviest uses of castor oil is for cosmetics. 
Allocation of castor oil to the cosmetics trade would ease demands on soybean and 
other oils, because it takes a larger quantity of substitute oils to gain the re- 
sult given by castor oil. The Brazilian crop of castor seed, which is beginning to 
arrive in this country, is estimated at 230,000 to 250,000 tons, or equivalent to 
about 120,000 tons of oil. In normal times the United States uses about 100,000 
tons of castor oil a year. Allocations for the use of castor oil have not yet been 
eased, dut the report is-that-an-allocation increase of 10 percent may be made in 
August. (New York Journal of Commerce) 


ARGENTINA AND BOLIVIA FIGHTING HOOF-MOUTH DISEASE. The Argentine Ministry of 
Agriculture has put into effect new inspection requirements, and the country plans 
to spend $1,500,000 to stamp out hoof-and-mouth disease as a part of a new cam- 
paign to protect the status of Argentina as the "world's biggest meat exporter." 
The elimination of the disease, the Ministry of Agriculture declares, vould be "of 
untold benefit to our cattle industry." The disease has made necessary the killing 
of approximately 50,000 cattle in the southern border regions of BOLIVIA. Wartime 
shortages of necessary mterials have greatly handicapped veterinarians in their 
war on the disease, (Washington Evening Star) 


ARGENTINA DROPS CONTROLS ON WHEAT AND FLAXSEED. A report hes been received by the 
United States Department of Agriculture that the part of the contracts between the 
Argentine grain board and the farmers which calls for a reduction in 1943-44 of 
wheat, flaxseed, and sunflorer-seed sowings has been canceled. Instead, Argentine 
.-farmers are urged to increase their 1943-44 plantings as much as is possible at 
this advanced time in the season. Expansion in acreage for corn was also recom- 

_ mended, The normal planting seasons in Argentina are; For wheat, April-June; for 
flaxseed, May—August; for sunflower and corn, September-October., Assurance is 
given that the Government will purchase the 1943-44 crops if open-market prices 
feil to cover costs of production. The shortage of liquid and solid fuels brought 
about by the war is given as the reason for the action, The use of 2 million tons 
of old wheat and half a million additional tons of linseed to make heating oils 
between now and December 31, and half a million tons of wheat as cattle feed, has 
been authorized. (New York Times and New York Journal of Commerce) 


*No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press, 
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ARGENTINE PROTECTION OF -GUANACO. The exportation of baby—guanaco skins has been 
banned,and hunting of the animal in national territories between January 1 and - 
October Sl has been forbidden. This is a movement to protect the guanaco against 
extinction in Argentina. The guanaco is related to both the llama and alpaca of 
South America, There is little demand for skins “from animals over 6 months o1d;. 
best prices are paid for those from 3-month-old guanacos. - “(New York Journal of 
Commerce) 


CUBAN SUGAR. A commission named by the President of Cuba has come to Washington - 
to start negotiating for the sale of pile 1944 Cuban sugar crop. (Washington Evening 
Star). 


IMPROVED STANDARD FOR SUGAR. IN PUERTO RICO, A Technical Sugar Congress for the 
purpose of formulating recommendations for the establishment of minimum standards 
of efficiency for the sugar centrals of the island and the adoption of chemical 
and technical formulas will be sponsored by the Public Service Commission in ; 
cooperation with the Sugar Technicians Association, The congress will be called 
for about August 22, at a place not yet announced. Various other organizations - 
and individuals will be invited to attend. (New York Journal of Commerce) 





‘OIL FROM COLOMBIA AND VENEZUELA. Now that transportation service is being restored 
to a large extent and 65 new tankers were delivered by the United States shipyards 
in the first 6 months of this year, each with a capacity of about 130,000 barrels o 
crude.oil, the United. States may be reasonably sure of possible increased supplies 
of oil. The round trip between refining centers on the east coast of the United 
States and terminals on the north coast of South America requires about 15 days. 
There is no question about the amount of oil available for export in Colombia and 
Venezuela. At present their output is about 400,000 barrels daily, an amount whicr 
could be stepped up 2 1/2 times without detriment to the wells. New pipe lines in 
Venezuela have been completed to wells able to produce an average of about 50,000 
barrels daily. Even with the increased facilities for moving oil from Texas to the 
Atlantic coast, the United States may well turn to Colombia and Venezuela to help 
meet the increased demand for both civilian and military needs. = York Times) 


GUATEMALA GROWS HEMP. The United Fruit Co. has at present 5,000 acres of hemp in 
Guatemala, the plantations employing 1,500 Guatemalan laborers, To transport work- 
ers for harvests, 10 miles of railways have been built. By December machinery for 


the extraction of fibers is expected to arrive. (New York Times) 


NICARAGUAN CROPS SAVED BY RAINS. Recent rains have done much to aid both the rice 
and corn crops in Nicaragua. Prospects for this year's crops are now the best in 
years, (New York Times) 








MEXICO HAS VITAMIN PLANT. At Guaymas, Sonora State, General Abelardo Rodriquez hag 


started a plant, to be operated by Vitaminica y Extracciones, S.4., to produce vite 
min foods oe the livers of sharks that abound in north western waters. Iavid 





ROTENONE FROM GUATEMALA. Cuttings of derris cous source of rotenone, which is 
used in the manufacture of insecticides, are to be distributed in Guatemala from 
PANAMA and PUERTO RICO, The Guatemalan Department of Agriculture has been distribr 
ting derris roots to planters for 3 years, and some are already available for ship 
ment to the United States. (New York Times) 








